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213pp , About the authors: Mercedes Garcia-Arenal , Mercedes Garcia-Arenal
has a doctorate in Semitic Philology at the Complutense University of Madrid.
Work at the Institute of Arab Studies' Miguel Asin' Superior Council of
Scientific Investigations. ABOUT THE BOOK :: A late fifteenth century , many
Jews expelled from Spain settled in Morocco, Fez and formed a remarkably large
community of great vitality. Several Jewish families acquired during the
sixteenth century a prominent role in public life in their new country. Pallache
Samuel was one of these Jews of Hispanic origin , in the early seventeenth
century served the Sultan of Morocco as diplomatic and commercial agent with
Holland. But first, he had tried to settle in Spain for which he was willing to
convert to Catholicism ; to prove his sincerity he worked as a spy for the Spanish
Court. Throughout hislife was Pallache arms dealer , smuggler, double agent ,
spy, moving between Morocco, Spain and Portugal, the Netherlands and England
, Where he was arrested and tried for pirate. In examining the life of Samuel
Pallache and members of hisfamily, the authors cater to various aspects of the
role of the Sephardic Diasporain the Mediterranean world and the creation of the
community of Amsterdam. Pallache religious identity and family, changing and
seemingly ambiguous employment than they did the authorities of the countries
in which they lived and who took his apparent lack of loyalty , are fascinating
aspects . The study is based on a careful search for filein Spain , Portugal and the
Netherlands. The world Pallache is actually a altomoderna micocosmos of
society, amuch more interconnected , cosmopolitan and fluid than is commonly
thought world. The history of Pallache shows the connections between Morocco
and the Protestant and Catholic Europe and the Mediterrano trade and the
Atlantic . The history of Pallache and his family is outstanding and representative
of these Jewish communities living between two
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